LUDLOW  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  1946. 


LUDLOW. 

ist  August,  1947’ 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  on  the  Health 
of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1946.  It  has 
been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
Circular  13/47,  dated  3rd  February,  1947. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  estimated  population  is  131,600  and  the  birth-rate  of 
1 7 ' 3  and  the  death-rate  of  11 -9  per  1,000  are  satisfactory,  being- 
much  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Infant  Mortality  and  Maternal  Mortality  both  show  an 
increase  from  the  previous  year,  but  the  death-rate  from  all  forms 
of  Tuberculosis  shows  a  slight  decrease. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

No  epidemics  of  Infectious  Disease1  took  place  during  the  year 
and  the  rate  of  notifications  was  1  per  1,000  of  the  population 
as  compared  with  the  rate  of  9  per1  l',000!  for  the  country  as  a 
whole.  For  the  third  year  in  succession  noi  case  of  Diphtheria 
was  notified  in  the  district,  and  the  protection  of  the  children 
against  this  disease  was  continued,  a  total  of  224  having  been 
immunised. 

HOUSING. 

The  Survey  of  Houses  in  the  district  is  now  almost  completed 
and  from  the  facts  brought  out  in  the  report  on’  it  the  Council 
will  have  an  accurate  idea  of  what  the  housing  problem  in  the 
district  actually  is.  The  percentage  of  houses  requiring  major 
structural  repairs  or  reconstruction  is  very  high  indeed  and  indi¬ 
cates  how  very  far  below  modern  standards  these  country  cottages 
are  at  present.  The  problem  of  bringing  them  up  to  standard 
is  such  a  great  one  that  it  does  not  seem  possible  to  tackle  i]t 
until  matters  improve  in  the  building  trade  both  as  regards  labour 
and  materials. 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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Section  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres) 

...  ...  ... 

113,004 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid  1946 

13,600 

Number  of  Inhabited 

Houses  according  to 

Rate  Bbok 

3,9119 

Rateable  Value  of  District  as  at  1st  April, 

1947  .... 

£66,490 

Product  of  I’d  Rate, 

1945/1946  ... 

£275 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS— 

Total 

M. 

F 

Legitimate 

219 

114 

105 

Illegitimate 

17 

11 

6 

Totals  236 

125 

111 

Birth-rate  peir! 

1,000  of  the  estimated 

population 

=  17-3. 

Total 

M. 

F 

STILL  BIRTHS— 

5 

4 

1 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  =  20*7. 
DEATHS— 


Total 

163 


M. 

94 


F. 

69 


Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  =  IT  *  9*. 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES— 


(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  causes  ... 


Number  Rate  per  1,000 
of  Deaths  live  &  still 
Births 

1'  4*1 

2  8-2 


Totals  3 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  — 


12-3 


(i)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  ... 

(ii)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  ... 

(iii)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  births 


Number  Rate  per  i,ooo 
of  Deaths  Live  Births 


8 

4 

12 


31 -9 

235-2 

50-8 
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DEATHS  from— 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

These  numbered  236,  which  is  the  same  number  as  in  1945, 
and  gives  a  birth-rate  of  17-3  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The 
birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  19T. 

Of  the  births  registered,  17  were  illegitimate  as  compared 
with  23  in  the  previous  year. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  deaths  were  163,  giving  a  death-rate  of  11*9'  per 
1,000  as  compared  with  1 1  •  5  for  the  whole  country.  The  death- 
rate  in  the  previous  year  was  11-7. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


Cause 

Number  of  Deaths 

Heart  Disease 

44 

Cancer 

22 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

22 

Bronchitis 

12 

Tuberculosis 

6 

Violence 

6 

Pneumonia 

4 

Puerperal  causes  ... 

3 

All  other  causes  ••• 

44 

Total  163 


There  were  two  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases,  one  from 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  and  one  from  Acute  Encephalitis. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

These  numbered  five,  giving  a  Still-birth  rate  of  20-7  per 
1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  This  is  a  lower  rate  than  for 
England  and  Wales. 

PUERPERAL  DEATHS. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  causes  associated  with  child 
birth.  This  gives  a  rate  of  12*4  per  1,000  total  births.  In'  1945 
there  were  no-  deaths  from  these  causes. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Twelve  infant  deaths  were  registered,  giving  an  Infant 
Mortality  rate  of  5(h8  as  compared  w;ith  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  of  43.  This  is  an  increase  as  compared  with  the  three 


previous  years. 


Number  of 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 


Year. 

Infant  Deaths. 

Rudlow  R.D. 

Eng.  & 

1942 

17 

76 

49 

1 943 

9 

39 

49 

1944 

9 

41 

46 

1945 

5 

21 

46 

1 946 

12 

50 

43 

Of  the  tweve  deaths  five  infants  did  not  survive  for  more 
than  two  days,  and  it  is  these  early  infant  deaths  which  it  has 
been  found  so  difficult  to  reduce  in  number.  In  these  cases,  as 
in  still-births,  the  importance  of  ante-natal  attention  for  the 
mother  is  the  chief  point  to  be  stressed  if  further  progress  is  to 
be  made  in  preventing  them. 

Under  the  Health  Services  Act,  1946,  further  provision  will 
be  made  to  secure  adequate  ante-natal  care  and  attention  for  the 
mothers. 


Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

STAFF. 

The  Council  decided  to  appoint  an  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  year  and  an  appointment  has  been  made, 
but  Mr.  F.  E.  Waterhouse,  who  was  appointed,  has  not  yet 
taken  up  the  appointment  as  there  is  not  yet  a  house  available 
for  him. 

Mr.  G.  S.  Banks  was  engaged  during  the  year  in  carrying 
out  the  Housing  Survey,  and  this  has  now  almost  been  completed. 

Miss  D.  M.  Thomas  has  taken  the  place  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Warren 
as  Clerk  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  office. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  County  Council  have  presented  their  report  on  the  plans 
for  Ambulance  Services  in  the  County.  This  includes  the  provis¬ 
ion  of  a  central  depot  at  Shrewsbury,  where  eight  Ambulances 
will  be  available,  and  at  Ludlow  there  will  be  three  Ambulances 
which  will  serve  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  with  the  except¬ 
ion  possibly  of  the  Cleobury  Mortimer  area,  for  which  it  is  hoped 
some  arrangement  will  be  come  to  with  the  Worcester  County 
Council, 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurses  of  the  local  Nursing 
Associations  which  are  affiliated  to  the  Shropshire  Nursing 
Federation',  and  details  of  the  valuable  work  carried  out  will  be 
found  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Federation. 

The  Health  Visitors  of  the  County  Council  also  visit  the 
homes  in  connection  w7ith  Tuberculosis  cases  and  with  Infant 
Welfare  and  School  Medical  work. 

HOSPITAL  PROVISION. 

There  have  been  no  changes  as  regards  the  Hospitals  avail¬ 
able  for  the  sick  in  the  area.  Next  year  (1948)  all  Hospitals  will 
piass  into  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards.  Particu¬ 
lars  of  the  Hospitals  at  present  available  for  the  district  wrere 
given  in  the  report  for  1942. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

The  County  Council  provide  Clinics  at  Ludlow  for  the 
following  :  School  Children,  Infants,  Ante-natal  cases,  Ortho¬ 
paedic  cases.  In  addition,  there  are  Dispensaries  for  Tubercular 
patients  and  those  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease,  both  of 
which  are  at  Shrewsbury. 

The  places  and  times  of  meeting  of  the  various  Clinics  were 
given  in  the  report  for  1945,  and  there  have  been  no  changes. 

Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

An  account  of  the  various  piped  supplies  under  the  control 
of  the  Council  was  given  in  the  report  for  1942  (pages  7-9). 
These  are  at  Craven  Arms,  Cleobury  Mortimer,  Glee  Hill,  Goreley, 
Stoke  St.  Milboro’  and  a  supply  is  also  taken  at  Ludford  from 
the  Birmingham  Elan  Aqueduct.  The  supplies  at  Craven  Arms 
and  at  Cleobury  Mortimer  are  chlorinated,  but  the  others  are  not. 

Reports  were  received  during  the  year  on  fifty-eight  samples 
taken  from  the  above  and  other  sources,  and  of  these  twenty-one 
were  unsatisfactory,  most  of  which  were  from  suggested  new 
sources  of  supply.  The  following  are  the  reports  on  the  samples 
from  public  supplies,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  some  of  these  vary 
considerably  as  regards  their  purity. 

After  heavy  flooding  some  of  the  supplies  become  polluted 
with  surface  washings  although,  under  normal  condition's,  the 
results  are  very  much  better. 
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Particulars  of  Water  Samples  taken  during  1946 

(Public  Supplies). 


RUDFORD — Birmingham 
Aqueduct. 

8th  February. 

CLFOBURY  MORTIMFR. 
18th  January. 


COREEEY. 
23rd  January. 


CEEE  HIRE. 
24th  January. 


CRAVEN  ARMS. 
19th  January. 


SHEET — Birmingham 
Water  Supply. 
22nd  January. 


CEEE  HIRE. 
11th  May. 


CEEOBURY  MORTIMER. 
19th  April. 


COREEEY. 
20th  April. 


CRAVEN  ARMS. 

29th  April. 

EUDFORD— Birmingham 
Aqueduct. 

3rd  May. 

CEEE  HIRE. 

4th  September. 


COREEEY. 

4th  September. 


CRAVEN  ARMS. 
17th  September. 


CEEOBURY  MORTIMER. 
9th  September. 


B.  coli  8  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  1  per  ml. 

„  „  ,,  „  37°  6  per  ml. 

B.  coli  absent  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  nil. 

,,  ,,  ,,  5j  37°  13  per  ml. 

B.  coli  absent  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  nil. 

„  „  „  „  37°  nil. 

Presumptive  B.  coli  11  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  nil. 

„  „  „  „  37°  2  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  coli  11  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  nil. 

„  „  ,,  „  37°  3  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  coli  17  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  present. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  nil. 

„  „  ,,  „  37°  1  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  coli  8  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  present. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  6  per  ml. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  37°  spreader  present. 

B.  coli  absent  in  100  mis. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  29  per  ml. 

„  „  ,,  „  37°  14  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  coli  3  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  13  per  ml. 

„  „  „  „  37°  1  per  ml. 

B.  coli  absent  in  100  mis. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  2  per  ml. 

„  „  ,,  „  37°  1  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  coli  1  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  2  per  ml. 

„  ,,  ,,  „  37°  32  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  coli  90  in  100  mis. 

B^aecal  coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  uncountable. 

„  „  ,,  „  37°  2  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  coli  180  plus  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  uncountable. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  37°  “Surface  spreader.” 

Presumptive  B.  coli  5  in  100  nils. 

Faecal  coli  present. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  uncountable. 

„  „  ,,  „  37°  4  per  ml. 

B.  coli  absent  in  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  absent. 

Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  6  per  ml. 

„  „  „  „  37°  2  per  ml. 
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LUDFORD— Birmingham  Presumptive  B.  coli  8  in  100  mis. 

Aqueduct.  Faecal  coli  present. 

9th  September.  Viable  bacterial  count  at  22°  7  per  ml. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  37°  spreader. 

During-  the  year  the  piped  supplies  (proved  adequate  for  the 
population  supplied,  which  it  is  estimated  amounts  to  about  one- 
third  of  the  total  population  in  the  area.  Elsewhere  in  the  area 
the  supplies  are  from  wells  and  springs  and  as  there  was  no 
prolonged  dry  spell  in  the  summer  or  autumn  no  complaints  were 
received  of  shortages  from  these  sources. 

As  regards  the  larger  schemes  which  were  briefly  mentioned 
in  last  year’s  report  (pages  8  and  9),  there  is  little  (progress  to 
report.  Gaugings  have  been  continued  and  new  sources  have 
been  investigated  as  the  yields  from  Five  Springs  and  the  Ashes 
Hollow  have  not  come  up  to  expectations.  The  question  olf 
combining  with  other  districts  has  also  been  under  consideration 
but  no  definite  decision  has  yet  been  reached  as  to  the  best  plan 
to  adopt  for  the  major  schemes  of  supply.  The  Ministry  of 
Health  in  their  latest  report  stress  the  fact  that  chlorination  alone 
must  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  satisfactory  method  of  safeguard¬ 
ing  a  supply. 

It  is  important  that  the  source  oif  supply  must  be  as  safe 
as  possible  and  the  water  of  satisfactory  purity,  and  that  filtra¬ 
tion  of  the  supply,  as  well  as  chlorination,  should  be  employed. 

To  depend  on  chlorination  alone  in  dealing  wdth  a  large 
supply  cannot  be  justified,  as  it  would  entail  a  considerable  risk 
to  the  consumers  if  the  chlorination  plant  failed  for  any  reason. 


Air.  Saunders  reports  that  a  new  Tangye  treble  ram  pump 
was  supplied  at  Cleobury  Alortimer  and  that  about  h'alf-a-mile 
of  new  main  was  laid  to  give  a  supply  from  the  Elan  Aqueduct 
to  Caynham  Court.  The  use  of  Metaphosphate  (Calgon)  in 
addition  to  “  Chloros  ”  at  Cleobury  Alortimer  and  Craven  Arms» 
Water  Works  has  done  much  to  obviate  the  trouble  which  was 
formerly  experienced  at  these  pumping  stations  owing  to  the 
formation  of  “  scales,”  which  hampered  the  efficient  working  of 
the  plant. 


PROPOSED  NEW  SOURCES  OF  SUPPLY. 


The  following  figures  give  the  range  of  flow  at  the  proposed 
new  sources  :- 


Source. 

Cornbrook  Culvert 
Five  Springs 
St.  Milburgha’s  Well  ... 
Ashes  Hollow  I 
Ashes  Hollow  II 
Callow  Hollow 


Range  of  Flow. 

414,720  to  747,360  gallons  daily 
8,640  to  349,920 
151 ,000  to  259,200 
432,000  to  1,097,280 
250,560  to  1,097,280 
86,400  to  1,087,280  „  „ 
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The  Surveyor  also'  reports  that  the  Weirs  at  Ashes  Hollow, 
Callow  Hollow  and  Cornbrook  were  damaged  by  the  autumn  and 
winter  storms. 

The  ram  at  Cornbrook,  serving  the  Clee  Hill  public  supply, 
has  been  a  constant  source  of  trouble  and  now  the  question  of 
providing  an  electrically  or  engine-driven  pump  to  act  as  a  stand¬ 
by  is  being  considered. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  to*  sewers  during  the  year. 
An  enquiry  has  now  been  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  regard¬ 
ing  the  proposed  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Cleobury  Mortimer 
where  a  scheme  is  urgently  required  and  where  the  Council  have 
a  building  programme  for  40  houses  in  the  first  instance  and  a 
further  60  later  on.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  sanction  to 
proceed  with  the  disposal  works  will  soon  be  forthcoming. 

Elsewhere  in  the  district  there  is  no  disposal  works  of  any 
size,  except  at  Craven  Arms,  where  the  sewage  is  collected  in 
tanks  and  distributed  over  land. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL, 

The  refuse  collection  scheme  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report 
was  started  tn  September,  1 946 .  The  Council  obtained  a  Dennis 
Refuse  Collection  Vehicle  and  collections  are  now  made  weekly 
at  Craven  Arms  and  Cleobury  Mortimer,  and  every  six  weeks 
elsewhere  in  the  area.  Nine  tips  are  used  for  the  disposal  of 
refuse  but  only  five  of  them  to  any  great  extent,  namely,  those 
at  Cleobury  Mortimer,  Clee  Hill,  Woofferton,  On  i  bury  Lane  and 
Green'way  Cross,  Craven  Arms.  The  Surveyor  reports  that  the 
scheme  is  functioning  well  since  it  was  started. 

SALVAGE  COLLECTION. 

As  a  result  of  the  voluntary  organisations  at  Craven  Arms 
and  Cleobury  Mortimer  giving  up  the  work,  salvage  collection  is 
now  carried  on  by  the  Council.  A  trailer,  towed  by  the  refuse 
lorry,  is  used,  and  weekly  collections  are  now  made  at  the  above 
places.  Monthly  visits  are  also  paid  to  depots  in  other  parts  of 
the  district.  During  1946  the  following  weights  of  materials  were 
collected  and  despatched  :- 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

Paper 

15 

0 

Bones 

9 

Rags 

15 

Bottles 

10 

Total 

...  16 

14 
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PARTICULARS  REGARDING  INSPECTIONS  IN  THE 
LUDLOW  RURAL  DISTRICT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 

Number  of  visits  and  inspection's  in  connection  with — • 


(1)  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  377 

(2)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  69 

(3)  Housing-  ...  ...  ...  ...  1814 

(4)  Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  185 

(5)  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  54 

(6)  New  Buildings  and  new  Building-  Work  262 

(7)  Drainage  and  new  Drainag-e  Work  ...  95 

(8)  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  58 

(9)  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  4 

(10)  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  6 

(11)  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  16 

(12)  Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  13 


Total  . . .  2953 

Number  of  Notices  served — 

(a)  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

(b)  Statutory  ...  •••  ...  ...  3 


Section  D. 

HOUSING. 

Total  number  of  Houses  according-  to  the  Rate  Book  ...  3, 9(1 9 

,,  ,,  ,,  owned  by  the  Council  ...  102 

,,  , ,  ,,  surveyed  and  categoried  ...  2,361 

Houses  completed  in  1946 — 

(a)  By  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise — permanent  houses...  5 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  in  district  ...  ...  620 


Number  of  houses  with  piped  water  supply  (approx.)  ....  1,950 

,,  ,,  ,,  connected  to  sewers  ,,  ...  450 

>  >  )  >  n 

Category  1.  Fit  ...  ...  ...  194 

,,  II.  Minor  repairs  required  ...  249 

,,  III.  (  Major  repairs,  or 

,,  IV.  \  Re-construction  ...  1,787 

,,  V.  Unfit  and  beyond  repair  131 

Total  number  ...  2,361' 
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HOUSING  PROGRAMME 


In  last  year’s  report  particulars  were  given  of  the  Council’s 
short  term  and  long  term  programmes.  The  Council  expect  that 
the  following  Permanent  Houses  will  be  completed  in  1947 


District. 


Number  of  Houses. 


Bitterley  ...  ...  ...  6 

Diddlebury  ...  ...  ...  0 

Abdon  ...  ...  ...  2 

Holdgate  ...  ...  ...  2 

Middleton  (for  H  opt  on  Cangeford)  ...  4 

Bouldon  ...  ...  ...  2 

Munslow  ...  ...  ...  2 

Onibury  ...  ...  ...  4 

Richard’s  Castle  ...  ...  ...  6 

Craven  Arms  ...  ...  ...  6 


Total  ...  40 


NOTE. — The  eight  Swedish  Timber  Houses  have  now  been  completed — four 
at  Wistanstow  and  four  at  Stanton  Lacy  (1947). 

HOUSING  SURVEY. 

The  work  of  Inspecting  Houses  and  placing  them  in  one  or 
other  of  the  categories  has  continued  during  the  year,  and  now 
2,361  houses  have  been  surveyed. 

The  results  show  that  of  the  total  number  of  houses  inspected 
so  far  75%  fall  into-  categories  IV.  and  V.,  i.e.  they  need  major 
repairs  or  are  unfit  and  not  worth  repairing.  Mr.  Saunders  states 
in  his  remarks  that  the  condition  of  some  of  these  cottages  is 
deplorable.  There  is  a  general  lack  of  adequate  water  supply, 
closet  accommodation  and  sewage  disposal,  baths,  sinks,  food 
stores,  proper  drainage  and  paving,  etc.  Only  about  10%  of  the 
houses  have  a  bath  and  about  26%  have  water  laid  on  to  the 
house.  The  survey  is  now  (1947)  nearing  completion,  and  when 
it  is  finished  the  Council  will  have  a  complete  picture  of  the 
housing  conditions  in  their  area.  So  far,  little  work  has  been 
done  in  regard  to  the  repairing  of  old  property  except  in  the  way 
of  essential  repairs.  The  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  is  at 
present  in  abeyance  so  that  there  is  at  present  no  grant  available 
for  the  re-construction  of  old  cottages. 

A  report  on  RECONDITIONING  IN  RURAL  AREAS, 
published  in  1947,  recommends  among  other  things  that  in  any 
new  Act  passed  the  maximum  grant  should  be  £300,  divided  as 
follows:-  Exchequer  ...  ...  £200 

Rural  District  Council  ...  £50 

County  Council  . . .  £50 

Total  Grant  £300 
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Another  important  recommendation  in  the  report  referred  to 
is  that  the  Rural  District  Council  may  purchase  the  cottages 
concerned,  if  the  owner  fails  to  have  them  reconstructed,  and 
carry  out  the  work  themselves.  In  such  cases  the  Local  Authority 
would  be  entitled  to  the  grants  from  the  Exchequer  and  County 
Council. 

In  the  nineteen  years  during-  which  the  Housing-  (Rural 
Workers)  Acts  were  operative,  only  22,723  houses  were  recon¬ 
ditioned  under  these  Acts,  or  something  over  1,000  each  year. 
It  is  estimated  that  in  the  whole  country  at  least  100,000  rural 
cottages  will  need  reconditioning,  and  at  the  previous  rate  of 
progress  this  would  take  100  years.  It  is,  therefore,  evident  that 
some  sort  of  compulsion  in  this  matterl  is  essential  if  we  are 
really  to  make  adequate  progress  in  getting  rural  cottages  made 
fit.  In  paragraph  64  of  the  above  report,  the  writers  say 

“  In  our  view  ALL  Cottages  in  need  of  reconditioning 

should  be  dealt  with,  and  we  think  that  the  only  way  in 

which  this  can  ultimately  be  achieved  is — 

(a)  To  place  upon  the  owner  a  duty  to  recondition  if  his 
property  requires  it. 

(bj  If  the  owner'  fails  to  recondition,  to  place  upon  the 
Local  Authority  a  duty  to  buy  the  property  and  carry 
out  the  work.” 

Other  matters  dealt  with  in  this  report  are  the  standards  to 
which  reconditioned  dwellings  should  conform  and  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  such  dwellings  in  good  condition  by  the  owner. 

In  paragraph  45  it  is  recommended  that  the  Local  Authority 
should  have  an  inspection  made  of  such  properties  at  least  once 
every  five  years. 

In  a  Minority  Report  one  member  of  the  Committee  is  against 
the  giving  of  grants  to  private  owners  of  property,  but  is  favour¬ 
able  to  loans  being  granted  in  such  cases. 

This  Report  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  all  who  are 
interested  in  Rural  Housing,  and  can  be  had  for  9d.  from  H.M. 
Stationery  Office,  York  House,  Kingsway,  London,  W.C.2. 

CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDINGS. 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  the  number  of  licenses  issued 
during  1946  was  380,  the  value  of  these  being  ^35,948. 

This  work  takes  up  a  great  deal  of  time  especially  as  regards 
clerical  work  in  the  preparation  of  forms,  and  also,  in  visiting 
properties,  etc.,  and  Mr.  Saunders  expresses  the  hope  that  the 
controls  will  soon  be  removed  so  that  this  work  will  no  longer 
be  necessary. 
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Section  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK. 

Number  of  Producers  on  register 
Accredited  Producers 
T.T.  Producers 

Heat  Treatment  Plants  in  district 


298 

22 

5 

0 


Nine  new  producers  were  put  'on  the  register  during  the 
year.  The  Inspector  (Mr.  R.  F.  Saunders)  reports  that  it  is 
quite  impossible  at  present,  with  the  lack  of  qualified  staff  and 
the  present  volume  of  work,  for  adequate  supervision  to  be  carried 
on  as  regards  milk  production.  Conditions  on  many  farms  are 
far  from  satisfactory  both  as  regards  the  premises  used  as  cow 
sheds  and  dairies,  and  as  regards  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
water  supply. 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  was  to  have  passed  over 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk 
and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  but  the  transfer  of  responsibility  has  again 
been  deferred  (1947)  probably  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
suitable  trained  staff  to  carry  out  the  work. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

All  slaughtering  in  the  ar'ea  has  been  carried  out  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter-house  at  Craven  Arms  and  conditions 
there  are  still  far  from  satisfactory,  the  buildings  never'  having 
been  designed  for  the  large  number  of  animals  now  being 
slaughtered  there. 

Mr.  Saunders  reports  that  during  the  year  the  following 
matters  were  taken  up  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  :- 

t.  Unsatisfactory  arrangements  for  the  hanging  and  inspect-* 
ion  of  organs. 

2.  Unsatisfactory  conditions  in  the  transporting  of  meat  from 

slaughter-house  to  retail  shops. 

3.  Irregular  removal  of  offals  and  manure,  resulting  in  the 

creating  of  a  nuisance. 

4.  Lack  of  adequate  washing  facilities. 

The  first  two  of  these  matters  have  been  attended  to  but 
although  the  manure,  etc.,  is  removed  more  frequently  it  would 
be  better  if  it  were  to  be  removed  daily,  as  this  would  prevent 
a  nuisance  from  flies,  rats  and  smell. 

Although  washing  facilities  for  the  Staff  and  Meat  Inspectors 
was  promised  this  has  not  yet  been  supplied.  It  is  most  essential 
that  some  means  off  washing  the  hands  of  those  who  have  to 
handle  the  meat  should  be  provided  without  delay. 
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The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  Craven  Arms 
during  the  year  was 


Cattle 

1,738 

Calves 

1,249 

Sheep 

6,800 

Pigs 

156 

Total  ...  9,973 

The  following  was  the  weight  of  meat  condemned  after 
inspection  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

On  account  of  Tuberculosis  ...  13,885  lbs. 

On  account  of  all  other  conditions  ...  28,665  lbs. 

Total  ...  42,550  lbs. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  that 
the  work  of  inspection  is  very  necessary  if  the  public  are  to»  be 
protected  from  diseased  meat.  Much  of  the  Inspector’s  time  has 
been  taken  up  by  this  very  necessary  work  and  he  has  carried 
it  out  very  conscientiously  indeed. 

ICE  CREAM  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  REGULATIONS, 

1947. 

The  above  regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  May,  1947,  and 
deal  with  the  methods  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  Ice 
Cream. 

In  brief,  it  is  required  that  where  a  complete  “  cold  mix  ” 
is  used  all  that  is  required  is  that  it  should  be  frozen  within  an 
hour  of  being  reconstituted  by  the  addition  of  water  and  any 
colouring  or  flavouring  matter.  It  shall  be  kept  at  a  temperature 
not  exceeding  28  Fahr.  until  sold. 

With  regard  to  other  mixtures,  the  regulations  lay  down  that 
after  being  mixed  they  must  not!  be  kept  at  a:  temperature  exceed¬ 
ing  45  Fahr.  for  more  than  one  hour  before  being  subjected  to 
heat  treatment.  This  consists  in  raising  the  mixture  to  a  temp¬ 
erature  of  not  less  than  150  Fahr.  for  30  minutes  or  not  less 
than  160  Fahr.  for  10  minutes.  Then  it  must  be  cooled  within 
\\  hours  to  45  Fahr.  and  shall  be  kept  at  that  heat  till  frozen. 
After  freezing,  it  must  not  be  kept  at  a  temperature  exceeding 
28  Fahr.,  and  if  it  has  risen  to  a  higher  temperature  the  mixture 
must  be  “  heat  treated  ”  again. 

The  duties  of  enforcing  and  executing  these  regulations  will 
be  on  the  Local  Authority  within  the  meaning  of  Section'  64  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
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In  the  Rural  District  there  are  two  makers  of  Ice  Cream, 
and  in  each  case  a  “  cold  mix  ”  is  used,  i.e.  a  powder  which  is 
reconstituted  by  the  addition  of  water. 

The  object  of  these  regulations  is,  of  course,  to  lessen  the 
chances  of  diseases  being  spread  by  Ice  Cream  as  was  the  case 
in  the  summer  of  1946  when  an  out-break  of  Typhoid  Fever  was 
due  to  a  “  carrier  ”  infecting  Ice  Cream  at  a  holiday  resort. 

Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AMD  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

There  was  no  epidemic  of  any  Infectious  Disease  during  the 
year  and  the  following  were  the  cases  notified 


Disease. 

Cases 

notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

Measles 

4 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

1 

0 

* 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  14  3  2 


For  the  third  year  in  succession  no  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
notified  in  the  district,  the  last  case  having  been  in  1943. 

The  protection  of  the  child  population'  against  Diphtheria  has 
been  continued  during  the  year  and  202  children  under  five  years 
were  immunised  and,  in  addition,  22  children  of  school  age.  Of 
the  total  number  (224)  205  were  immunised  by  the  County  Health 
Staff  and  19  by  Private  Practitioners. 

It  was  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  50%  of  the 
children  under  five  in  the  district  had  been  protected,  and  90'% 
of  the  school  children'.  It  is  hoped  that  a  larger  percentage  of 
infants  will  be  protected  about  their  first  birthday  instead  of  delay¬ 
ing  the  matter  till  they  are  of  school  age. 

It  is  recommended  that  in  cases  where  a  child  is  immunised 
in  the  first  or  second  year  of  life,  an  additional  inoculation'  should 
be  given  when  the  child  enters  school,  i.e.  at  the  age  of  five 
years.  This  would  give  the  child  added  protection  at  a  time  in 
its  life  when  he  is  first  mixing  with  large  numbers  of  other 
children  and  is  therefore  liable  to  be  exposed  to  infection. 

In  1948  the  responsibility  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  will 
pass  to  the  County  Council  under  the  Health  Services  Act,  1'946. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  :- 

MALES.  FEMALES. 

Pulmon.  Non.pulmon.  Pulmon.  Non-pulmon  Total. 

45  49  48  40  182 

This  number  is  seven  more  than  nt  the  end  of  1945,  the 
chief  increase  being-  in'  female  Pulmonary  cases. 

NEW  CASES. — Fourteen  new  cases  were  notified,  otf  which 
number  twelve  were  of  the  Pulmonary  type  (four  male,  eigh't 
female).  There  was  one  male  and  one  female  case  of  the  Non- 
pulmonary  type. 

DEATHS. — Six  deaths  were  notified — four  Pulmonary  (two 
male  and  two  female),  and  two  Non-pulmonary  (one  male  and 
one  female). 

This  is  the  same  number  of  deaths  as  in  1945  and  the  death- 
rates  are  as  follow  :- 


Death-rates — 

Ludlow  R.D. 

Eng.  &  Wales 

Pulmonary  D.R.  per  1,000 

0-294 

0-515 

Non-pulmonary  D.R.  per  1,000 

0-147 

0-090 

Total  Death-rate  (all  forms) 

0-441 

0-614 

SANATORIUM  TREATMENT. 

— Biix  cases 

wmre  admitted 

to  and  four  were  discharged  from  the  Sanatorium  during  the  year. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY— 1946. 

(IN  AGE  GROUPS) 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-5  yrs. 
5-15  „ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15-25 

1 

3 

1 

1 

25-35  „ 
35-45  „ 

1 

3 

1 

1 

45-55  ,. 

55-65  „ 

1 

1 

1 

Over  65  ys. 

1 

Totals 

1  4 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 
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CANCER. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  numbered  twenty-two  (fourteen  male 
and  eight  female),  which  gives  a  death-rate  of  1-617  per  1,000 
living. 

The  number  oif  deaths  and  the  rates  for  the  previous  four 
years  are  as  foil  lows  :- 


Year 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 

1942 

24 

1-654 

1943 

22 

1-550 

1944 

25 

1-796 

1945 

31 

2-825 

1946 

22 

1-617 

